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■Occasional  Paper.  No.  16. 

OCTOBER  19th,   1901. 

All  communications  for  the  next  number  must  be  sent  on  or  before 
December  2ist,  to  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  Hon.  Editor,  53,  Victoria  Street, 
Westminster,  London,  S.W. 

The   Editor  does  not  of  necessity  identify  himself  with  opinions  which 
may  be  expressed  in  the  signed  articles  or  in  letters  of  correspondents,  and 
;  the  right  is  reserved  of  not  printing  any  letter  which  may  seem  not  to  come 
within  the  limits  of  a  discussion  likely  to  be  profitable.     Letters  must  be 
-  accompanied  by  the  writer  s  name  and  address,  not  necessarily  for  pub- 
lication, but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 

Copies  of  this  Paper,  price  3d.  each,    or  3^d.  post  free,  can  be  obtained 
;from  the  Editor. 


EDITORIAL. 


Arrangements  are  being  made  by  the  Committee  of  the 
■  Gardner  Trust  for  the  Blind,  for  holding  in  April,  next  year,  a 
conference  in  regard  to  matters  relating  to  the  Blind.  This  will 
be  welcome  news  to  many  who  are  anxious  that  several  important 
questions  should  be  carefully  discussed.  It  is  hoped  that 
representatives  from  all  the  Institutions  and  Societies  for  the 
Blind,  will  make  a  special  effort  to  attend  the  conference,  so  as 
to  ensure  its  success,  and  to  assist  in  making  it  one  of  real  and 
lasting  benefit  to  the  Blind. 

Jt  will  be  a  good  opportunity  for  hearing  what  others  are 
doing  and  for  exchanging  ideas  on  various  questions.  There  is 
sometimes  a  danger  of  settling  down  in  a  too  comfortable  groove, 
which  is  apt  to  create  a  too  limited  horizon. 

As  forms  of  application  for  Hetherington's  Charity  for  the 
Blind  are  issued  this  month  from  Christ's  Hospital,  special 
attention  is  called  to  the  recently  revised  rules,  which  are  given  in 
paragraph  No.  10. 

Intending  subscribers  to  this  quarterly  paper  for  the  year 
1902,  are  requested  to  forward  their  subscription  to  the  editor, 
on  or  before  December  14th  next.  The  payment  of  1/2  will 
ensure  the  regular  receipt  of  one  copy  of  the  four  quarterly 
numbers,  postage  free,  as  soon  as  published. 

HENRY  J.  WILSON. 


NOTES. 

i.     The    following  information   has  been    received  about 
four  former  students  at  the  Worcester  Blind  College  : — 

(a)  The  Rev.  R.  C.  Swayne,  who  took  his    M.A.  degree  at 
Oxford,  on  August  3rd,  has  been  appointed  Curate  at  St.  Peter's, 
Cranley  Gardens,  Kensington,  and  takes  up  his  new  duties  this- 
month.     The  Vicar  of  the  parish  is  Mr.  Swayne' s  cousin. 

(b)  The  Rev.  J.  Swinnerton  took  his  B.A..  degree  at  Oxford 
on  August  3rd,  and  was  ordained  deacon  by  the  Bishop  of 
Llandaff,  on  September  22nd.  He  has  now  entered  on  his  duties 
as  a  Curate,  at  Major-with-Redwick. 

(c)  Mr.  G.  M.  Llewellyn,  B.A.,  has  recently  passed  the 
first  part  of  his  B.D.  degree  at  Trevecca  Theological  College. 

(d)  The  Rev.  A.  J.  Dexter,  B.A.,  was  ordained  priest  on 
September  29th,  by  the  Bishop  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  Parish 
Church  of  Saffron  Walden. 


2.  Mr.  A.  B.  Norwood  has  been  appointed  Superintendent 
of  the  Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind.  The  applicants  num- 
bered between  60  and  70.  Mr.  Norwood  is  a  Master  of  Arts  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  graduated  third  in  the  2nd  Class. 
He  has  had  22  years'  experience  in  teaching,  and  has  latterly 
been  joint  Headmaster  at  St.  Olave's  School,  York.  He  is, 
therefore,  well  known  in  that  city.  We  wish  him  all  success  in 
the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  upon  which  he  is  so  soon  to 
enter.  The  new  buildings,  which  include  a  house  for  the  super- 
intendent, are  now  practically  completed. 


3.  We  much  regret  to  have  to  chronicle  the  death  of 
Alderman  John  Foster  Spence,  J. P.,  one  of  the  best  known  men 
on  Tyneside,  scion  of  a  famous  family  of  Quakers,  and  four 
times  Mayor  of  Tynemouth.  He  was  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Northern  Counties  Blind  Society,  and  we  can  bear  witness  to 
the  zeal  and  sympathetic  earnestness  which  he  threw  into  the 
work,  and  how  wonderfully  it  has  increased  under  his  fostering 
care.     Many  visits  has  he  paid  us,  willingly  giving  and  eagerly 
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seeking  information  about  the  Blind.  He  died  in  the  83rd  year 
of  his  agev  full  of  vigour,  and  busy  in  all  manner  of  public 
affairs,  and  as  active  and  as  energetic  as  he  was  twenty  years  ago. 
His  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  new  workshops  for  the  Blind 
at  North  Shields,  last  year,  by  the  Duchess  of  Northumberland, 
is  proof  of  his  warm  sympathy  with  the  Blind  and  his  desire  to 
aid  them  in  some  practical  form. 


4.  It  may  be  interesting  to  our  readers  to  learn  that  Miss 
Edith  M.  J.  Jones,  one  of  the  Teachers  of  the  General  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  Birmingham,  has  recently  been  awarded  the 
Teachers'  Exhibition  of  ^32  per  annum  for  two  years,  for  having 
taken  the  first  place  in  the  recent  examination  of  the  Board  of 
Education  in  the  advanced  stage  of  Hygiene,  at  the  Midland 
Institute,  Birmingham.  She  also  obtained  First  Class  Certificates 
and  the  Roxburgh  Prizes,  in  English  Literature  and  English 
History,  awarded  by  the  Council  of  the  same  Institute. 

Miss  Jones  being  totally  blind,  the  questions  had  to  be  taken 
down  by  her  in  Braille,  and  the  answers  written  on  a  Remington 
Typewriter.  Miss  Jones  received  her  training  at  the  Royal 
Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E. 


5.  The  supply  of  mats  and  other  articles  for  use  on  board 
H.M.S.  "  Ophir,"  during  its  present  voyage,  was  entrusted  to 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  at  258,  Tottenham  Court  Road, 
London,  W.,  and  the  order  was  carried  out  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Authorities  and  of  the  Orient  Steamship  Company, 
who  ffave  the  order. 


6.  Referring  to  paragraph  33  in  No.  14,  and  to  Mr.  Tate's 
article  in  the  last  issue,  we  are  able  to  announce  that,  as  several 
requests  have  been  made  to  the  Committee  of  the  Gardner  Trust 
to  take  the  initiative  in  arranging  for  the  holding  of  a  Conference 
next  year  in  regard  to  questions  affecting  the  Blind,  they  have 
decided  to  take  steps  for  the  organisation  of  such  Conference, 
provided  that  the  authorities  of  the  various  institutions  and 
societies    will   co-operate.     Several   have   already   promised   to 


take  an  active  part,  and  have  cordially  welcomed  the  decision  of 
the  Committee.  The  Conference  is  provisionally  fixed  for  April 
22nd  &  23rd  (and  possibly  2+th),  1902,  and  will  be  held  in 
London.  The  Committee  are  prepared  to  receive  suggestions 
as  to  questions  that  may  be  deemed  deserving  of  discussion,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  considered  with  others  when  the  final 
list  of  subjects  is  being  mace  out.  In  our  next  number  we  hope  to 
give  further  particulars. 


7.  A  verbatim  report  of  the  54th  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
•Governors  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  Birmingham,  on 
July  23rd,  was  taken  by  the  blind  stenographer,  Mr.  Maurice 
Myers,  in  embossed  shorthand,  with  the  Stainsby- Wayne  em- 
bossed shorthand  machine,  and  afterwards  typed  by  him  upon  an 
ordinary  Remington  machine.  Mr.  Myers  can  write  at  the  rate 
of  from  100  to  120  words  a  minute,  and  we  heartily  congratulate 
him  on  having  probably  been  the  first  blind  person  who  has 
written  a  verbatim  report  of  a  public  meeting  in  shorthand,  and 
subsequently  transcribed  it  in  ordinary  type. 


8.  Mr.  Yoshimoto,  who  contributes  an  article  to  this 
number,  returned  to  Japan  on  July  26th,  after  collecting  much 
information  about  the  Blind  in  England.  We  had  several  inter- 
views with  him,  and  we  trust  that  his  earnest  efforts  to  raise  the 
status  of  the  Blind  in  Japan  may  meet  with  success. 


9.  Our  Parisian  contemporary,  "  Le  Valentin  Haily"  for 
last  month  contains  a  long  article  on  the  Gardner  Trust.  There 
are  a  few  inaccuracies,  which  apparently  have  occurred  by  refer- 
ring to  papers  printed  several  years  ago.  It  is  interesting  "to 
see  ourselves  as  others  see  us."  The  strictures  on  the  rigid 
investigation  of  cases,  only  prove  the  care  exercised  by  the 
Committee  that  the  funds  shall  be  expended,  as  far  as  can 
possibly  be  ensured,  on  thoroughly  deserving  persons. 


10.     The  following  rules  are  now  in  force,  affecting  appli- 
cants for  Hetherington's  Charity  for  the  Blind,  Christ's  Hospital, 


283 

Newgate  Street,  London,  E.C.  The  recent  important  alterations 
in  the  rules  are  printed  in  italics.  The  Governors  are  now  able 
to  pay  Annuities  of  £\o  each  to  upwards  of  750  Blind  Persons; 
and  during  the  month  of  October  in  every  year,  they  are  ready,  on 
personal  or  written  application,  to  issue  from  the  Counting  House 
of  the  Hospital  forms  of  Petition  for  Blind  Persons  qualified  as 
under : — 

Age. — Fifty-five  Years,  or  upwards. 

Total  Blindness  for  one  whole  year. 

Birth  and  Residence  in  England. — To  the  exclusion  of 
Wales  and  Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

Residence. — In  the  Parish  or  place  where  the  blind  person ' 
resides  at  the  time  of  petitioning,  for  the  two  years 
immediately  preceding  the  date  of  petitioning. 

Income. — Any  Annuity,  Salary,  Pension,  or  Income  for  Life 
(if  any)  already  possessed  by  the  blind  person  must 
not  exceed  £zo  a  year. 

Parish  Relief  and  Position  in  Life. —  Those  who  have  never 
occupied  a  better  or  higher  position  in  life  than  day 
labourers  or  journeymen,  or  domestic  servants, — or, 
who  have  ever  been  common  beggars,  or  at  any  time 
during  their  lives  have  received  any  Parish  relief  as 
paupers,  are  deemed  ineligible. 

To  prevent  disappointment  to  many  otherwise  deserving 
applicants,  the  Governors  give  notice  that  unless  petitioners  can 
prove  themselves  strictly  qualified,  their  applications  will  be 
fruitless. 

N.B. — (i.)     The  single  mode  in  which  this  Charity  is  dis- 
pensed is  in  the  form  of  Annuities  of  £>\o  each. 

(ii.)     Petitions  of  unsuccessful  but  qualified  Candi- 
dates are  to  be  renewed  annually  in  October. 


11.     A  model  organ  has  just  been  presented  to  the  General 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  Birmingham,  by  Mr.  Walter  J.  Bird,  of 


the  "  Strad  "  Organ  Works,  Latimer  S'reet,  Birmingham.  The 
instrument  is  so  built  that  every  part  can  be  easily  examined  by 
the  blind  students,  and  will  be  invaluable  as  a  means  of  instructing 
the  pupils  of  the  Institution  in  organ  construction,  especially  as 
a  number  of  them  are  preparing  for  the  forthcoming  examination 
of  the  College  of  Organists,  where  a  knowledge  of  this  subject 
is  necessary. 

It  is  interesting  to  mention  that  Mendelssohn  often  played 
on  the  keys  of  this  organ,  and  handled  its  stops. 


12.  Miss  Millard,  of  the  American  Marathi  Mission  of 
Western  India,  has  written  us  an  interesting  letter  about  a  School 
for  Blind  Children  recently  started  by  her  in  Bombay.  There  are 
already  over  twenty  pupils,  and  many  waiting  for  admission. 
Miss  Millard's  attention  was  first  drawn  to  the  Blind  by  a  visit 
she  made  last  year  to  one  of  the  Government  famine  relief 
camps,  where  she  saw  many  children  suffering  from  ophthalmia. 


13.  The  Prize  Festival  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for 
the  Blind  at  Norwood  was  held  on  July  13th,  and  was  presided 
over  by  Lord  Aberdeen,  who  congratulated  the  prize-winners 
and  spoke  of  "  the  noble  and  religious  work  of  a  wonderful  and 
patriotic  institution."  There  was  a  large  gathering  in  the  beautiful 
grounds,  which  exceed  sixteen  acres  in  extent.  The  scholars 
number  170. 

14.  The  new  Branch  School  of  the  Liverpool  Catholic 
Blind  Asylum  was  opened  on  Sunday,  August  nth,  by  Cardinal 
Vaughan.  The  new  building  is  situated  in  Yew  Tree  Lane, 
West  Derby,  near  Liverpool,  on  a  site  of  about  25  acres  of  land. 
There  is  accommodation  for  65  children.  The  building  is  of 
ordinary  brick,  relieved  by  stone  dressings,  and  is  in  part  only 
one  storey  high. 


15.     The  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Associa- 
tion,   33,    Cambridge    Square,    W.,    for   the   two    years    ending 
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December  31st,  1900,  is  published.  It  gives  a  list  of  appliances 
and  books  that  can  be  obtained  from  the  Association.  The  sales 
■of  maps,  books,  frames,  etc.,  in  1899  amounted  to  ^1,656,  and  in 
1900  to  £1,7  zb,  and  the  blind  writers  and  stereotypers  received 
^581  and  ,£688  in  the  respective  years.  The  purpose  of  this 
Association,  which  was  founded  in  1868,  by  the  late  Dr, 
Armitage,  is  to  minimise  the  many  drawbacks  which  are  imposed 
.by  the  loss  of  sight,  and  to  it  the  blind  of  this  country  are 
indebted  for  the  introduction  of  the  Braille  System.  A  spon- 
taneous letter,  printed  in  the  report,  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Duke,  one 
of  the  copyists,  shows  what  the  Association  has  been  to  him. 
and  we  venture  to  think  many  others  would  willingly  endorse  his 
remarks. 


16.  The  following  books  in  Braille  have  recently  been 
added  to  the  Oxford  Free  Library  : — ■  Addison's  Letters  on  Para- 
dise Lost,  Holland's  Jurisprudence  (vol.  iv.),  St.  Athanasius  on 
the  Incarnation,  and  Patristic  Documents  on  the  Incarnation. 


17.  The  fourth  Italian  Congress  for  the  Amelioration  of 
the  Condition  of  the  Blind  was  held  at  Milan,  from  May  29th  to 
June  6th.  The  delegates  were  more  numerous  than  had  been 
anticipated,  and  many  of  them  were  blind.  The  business  of  a 
miller,  which  appears  to  have  been  already  carried  on  with  a 
certain  degree  of  success,  was  highly  recommended  as  an  occu  • 
pation  for  some  of  the  Blind.  Among  the  most  interesting 
papers,  we  may  mention  that  of  Signor  Costa  on  the  Federation 
of  Italian  Blind  Schools  for  the  purpose  of  securing  greater 
-unity,  and  another  on  the  creation  of  a  National  Printing-house. 
The  next  Congress  will  take  place  at  Rome  in  1903. 


18.  Two  stained  glass  windows,  representing  the  German 
Emperor  as  a  mediaeval  armed  knight,  and  the  Empress  as  St. 
Elizabeth,  had  been  placed  in  the  Berlin  Asylum  for  the  Blind, 
but  in  consequence  of  much  public  criticism  of  them,  the 
Emperor  ordered  them  to  be  removed. 
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i9-  "The  International  Association  of  Blind  Students"' 
formed  last  January  consists  of  13  members.  Its  aims  are  the 
interchange  of  information  and  books.  The  subscription  is  4/- 
a  year,  and  the  Secretary  is  Herr  K.  Schmittbetz,  Elberfeld,. 
Untergriinewalderstrasse,  27,  Germany. 


20.  Two  pupils  from  the  Nottingham  School  for  the  Blind  1 
entered  this  year  for  the  Senior  Division  Examination  in  Organ, 
Playing  at  Trinity  College,  London,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
announce  that  both  have  passed.  One  of  them,  Bertie  James,, 
who  is  a  Gardner  scholar,  passed  with  honours. 


21.  H.R.H.  Princess  Christian  of  Schleswig-Holstein  has 
graciously  consented  to  lay  the  foundation-stone  of  the  new 
School  for  the  Indigent  Blind  at  Leatherhead,  on  Wednesday, 
November  13th,  at  3  p.m.  The  old  School,  which  has  been 
established  at  St.  George's  Circus  for  more  than  one  hundred 
years,  will  be  vacated  in  June  next,  as  the  land  has  been  acquired 
by  the  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Company.  The  insti- 
tution will  retain  its  present  title,  viz.:  "  The  School  for  the 
Indigent  Blind." 


22.  Mr.  J.  Moldenhawer,  the  well-known  Superintendent 
of  the  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  Copenhagen,  is  anxious 
to  secure  a  copy  of  No.  4  (1898),  of  this  quarterly  paper,  in  order 
to  complete  his  set.  If  any  of  our  readers  can  spare  a  copy, 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind,  The 
King's  Manor  House,  York,  will  be  pleased  to  receive  it  and 
forward  it  to  Mr.  Moldenhawer. 


23.  A  blind  young  man,  who  has  just  completed  his  training,, 
as  a  typist  and  shorthand  writer,  can  be  strongly  recommended 
for  a  situation  as  typist  in  an  Institution  office,  or  as  a  teacher  of 
shorthand  or  type- writing.  He  has  been  tested  on  strange 
matter  and  found  to  write  107  words  a  minute,  while  his  type- 
writing is  very  accurate  and  good.  Apply  to  the  Secretary, 
Institution  for  the  Blind, Carpenter  Road,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham.. 
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24.  Mr.  Hugh  E.  Walford  has  informed  the  Mayor  and: 
Town  Council  of  Reading  that  last  month  a  deed  of  trust  was 
executed  that  secures  the  interest  derived  from  the  sum  of 
^1531,  to  be  paid  to  poor  blind  persons  of  either  sex,  born,  and 
to  be  born  in  Reading,  in  perpetuity,  by  the  trustees  now 
appointed  and  their  successors.  The  whole  of  the  amount  has 
been  raised  by  Mr.  Wal ford's  personal  efforts. 


25.  The  incorporated  National  Lending  Library  for  the 
Blind,  114,  Belsize  Road,  London,  N.W.,  has  now  in  circulation 
over  4,400  volumes.  Seventy-five  voluntary  writers  are  giving 
their  services  in  the  production  of  Braille  books,  and  eight  more 
blind  copyists  have  been  given  employment  during  the  past 
year.  The  Committee  hope  to  be  able,  if  funds  permit,  to- 
employ  more  blind  copyists  in  order  to  increase  the  number  of 
books  for  circulation.  This  occupation  is  beneficial,  both  in 
giving  the  blind  an  object  and  interest  in  life,  as  well  as  in 
assisting  them  to  become  self-supporting. 


INSTITUTIONS     AND     SOCIETIES. 


Birmingham.  The  General  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Carpenter 
Road,  Edgbaston,  held  its  54th  Annual  General 
Meeting  on  July  23rd,  when  the  report  for  the  year  ended 
March  31st  was  approved.  612  Blind  persons  (being  nine  more 
than  in  any  previous  year)  have  been  benefited,  viz.,  140  resident, 
and  4  day,  pupils,  11  teachers,  57  day-workers,  371  adults  and  29 
other  beneficiaries.  In  March,  1900,  twelve  students  entered  for 
the  Society  of  Arts  Examination,  and  four  passed  in  harmony, 
and  five  in  the  rudiments  of  music.  All  took  the  higher  certifi- 
cates and  sat  in  open  competition  with  the  sighted.  The 
necessity  for  the  proposed  new  Kindergarten  School  (for  which 
an  appeal  is  now  being  made  for  ^20,000)  is  proved  by  the 
fact  that  during  twelve  months  no  less  than  64  children  were 
refused  admission  solely  for  lack  of  room.     Assistance  has  been 
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given  to  the  amount  of  £<$i  to  23  blind  persons  to  start  them  in 
life.  The  sale  of  goods  amounted  to  ^5,900,  and  the  wages  to 
blind  workers/  1,499.  The  Committee  are  anxious  about  the 
deficit  on  the  working  of  the  Institution,  which  amounted  to 
^"994  last  year.  There  was  a  legacy  of  ^483.  A  most  inte- 
resting table,  showing  the  growth  of  the  Institution  from  its 
foundation  in  1847,  *s  circulated  with  the  report.  Mr.  Stainsby; 
the  able,  active  and  enthusiastic  secretary,  completed  2 1  years 
service  in  February  last,  and  we  are  pleased  to  see  that  the 
Committee  referred  to  him  as  one  "  who  not  only  has  been 
eminently  successful  in  directing  the  Trading  Department,  but 
has  invariably  given  the  greatest  assistance  in  forwarding  the 
objects  of  the  Institution." 

Leicester.  The  Association  for  promoting  the  General  Welfare 
of  the  Blind,  50,  Granby  Street,  Leicester,  founded 
1858,  held  its  Annual  Meeting  on  June  6th,  when  the  42nd 
annual  report  for  the  year  1900  was  approved.  The  sales 
amounted  to  ,£4,178,  and  the  blind  workers  received  ,£769, 
including  ^130  by  way  of  supplement  to  their  earnings.  Thirty 
blind  persons  (17  men  and  13  women)  have  been  constantly 
■employed.  Legacies  amounted  to  ,£4,050.  There  are  190  blind 
persons  visited  by  a  sighted  Bible  Woman,  appointed  by  the 
local  Home  Teaching  Society,  and  four  aged  blind  women  are 
cared  for  in  the  Cottage  Home.  The  mortgage  debt  of  .£2,000 
on  the  Institution  premises  has  been  paid  off. 

Liverpool.  The  Catholic  Blind  Asylum,  founded  1841,  59, 
Brunswick  Road,  Liverpool,  is  the  only  Asylum  for 
Blind  Roman  Catholics  in  England  or  Wales.  The  Annual 
Meeting  was  held  on  June  10th,  when  the  report  for  1900  was 
read  and  approved.  The  number  of  inmates  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  189,  viz.,  107  adults  and  82  children.  There  is  a 
mortgage  debt  of  ,£6,700  on  the  premises.  A  new  Branch 
School  (referred  to  in  paragraph  14)  has  been  erected,  at  a  cost  of 
^15,000,  at  West  Derby,  a  suburb  of  Liverpool.  The  debt  on 
the  new  building  fund  amounts  to  .£7,589.  The  work  of  the 
Institution  has  been  since  1871  in  charge  of  the  Sisters  of 
Charity. 


London,  (a)  The  Association  for  promoting  the  General  Welfare 
of  the  Blind  held  its  Annual  Meeting  on  July  1 8th, 
at  258,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  when  the  41st  annual  report  was 
submitted  and  approved.  The  Association  was  founded  in  1854 
by  Miss  Gilbert.  Forty-two  men  and  nineteen  women  have  been 
employed,  and  nine  male  and  eight  female  pupils  have  been  under 
instruction.  The  amount  paid  to  the  Blind  as  wages,  including 
a  supplement,  was  ,£2,145,  and  the  sales  amounted  to  £"10,802. 
The  loss  in  working  in  the  Industrial  Department  was  ^"748. 
^32>387  were  received  in  legacies.  In  the  report  it  is  stated 
that  "  the  introduction  of  machinery  into  the  brush-making 
industry  now  renders  it  impossible  for  a  blind  person  to  earn  a 
livelihood  at  brush-making." 

(b)  The  Deptford  and  District  Society  for  the  Welfare  of 
the  Blind,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Indigent  Blind  Visiting 
Society,  has  issued  its  ninth  report,  which  shows  what  is  being 
done  for  the  social,  intellectual  and  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
Blind  in  that  part  of  London.  Much  relief  was  given  the  Blind 
last  winter  by  the  sale  of  coal  tickets  at  a  greatly  reduced  charge. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  attendances,  both 
at  the  classes  for  men  and  also  for  women. 

(c)  The  Indigent  Blind  Visiting  Society  held  its  Annual 
Meeting  on  June  21st,  at  34,  Cambridge  Square,  W.,  by  the 
kind  invitation  of  Mrs.  T.  R.  Armitage.  Mr.  T.  A.  Denny 
occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  John  Tennant  gave  a  sketch  of  the 
Society's  work  from  its  foundation.  The  other  speakers  were — 
the  Rev.  Canon  Barker  and  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Marston.  The 
66th  report,  which  was  taken  as  read,  shows  that  the  classes  of 
the  Society  are  held  in  six  different  centres.  Last  year  sixty 
members  were  employed  in  copying  Braille  books,  and  were  paid 
nearly  ,£550.  The  "Samaritan  Fund,"  from  which  £"1,490  were 
distributed,  is  a  great  help  to  the  Blind  in  times  of  need, 
especially  in  enabling  them  to  get  stock  for  their  business. 

The  Society  was  founded  in  1834,  and,  in  1900,  800  blind 
persons,  of  whom  504  attended  the  day  classes,  were  visited  by 
eleven  blind  men. 
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(<-/)  Kensington  Institute  for  the  Blind,  founded  1880,. 
60,  High  Street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  London,  W.  The  19th 
Annual  Report  for  the  years,  1899  and  1900  has  been  circulated. 
The  following  paragraphs  refer  to  the  recent  troubles  at  the 
Institute  : — "  Most  of  our  sympathisers  are  probably  aware  of  the 
trouble  caused  to  the  Institute  last  year  by  the  action  of  ten  of 
the  men,  who  had  to  be  dismissed  in  August,  under  circum- 
stances which  are  probably  now  well  known.  One  man  volun- 
tarily expressed  regret  for  what  had  taken  place,  and  was 
re-instated.  The  other  men  were  allowed  to  return  to  work  at 
the  end  of  October,  1900,  on  condition  that  they  wrote  and 
signed  a  letter  which  they  had  been  called  upon  to  write  and 
sign  at  the  commencement  of  the  trouble.  This  they  eventually 
did.  Had  the  Committee  not  believed  that  the  men  had  been, 
misled,  they  would  not  have  permitted  them  to  return  to  work." 
As  the  seven  years  of  the  lease  of  the  premises  expire  on  March 
25th  next,  the  Committee  are  anxious  to  raise  ^"1,000  before  facing 
the  liabilities  of  the  Institute  and  of  the  lease  for  another  seven 
years.  We  earnestly  hope  this  sum  may  be  raised,  as  it  would 
be  little  short  of  a  calamity  if  the  Institute  were  closed.  More, 
and  not  fewer,  workshops  are  needed  for  the  Blind.  Mr.  R.  Ellis 
Cunliffe,  the  chairman,  took  up  the  work  in  1894  at  a  most 
critical  period  of  the  Institute's  existence,  and  has  ever  since 
devoted  himself  most  assiduously  to  make  the  workshop  a  real 
benefit  to  the  Blind.  Under  his  careful  guidance,  the  number  of 
the  blind  workpeople  has  increased  from  14  to  42,  and  a  com- 
modious workshop  has  been  erected,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  ^200,  in 
the  garden  at  the  rear  of  the  Institute  premises.  The  sales  last 
year  amounted  to  ,£1,486,  and  the  loss  on  the  trading  account 
was  ^303.  A  legacy  of  ^100  was  received,  being  only  the 
fourth  legacy  during  the  Institute's  existence,  and  making  the 
total  sum  received  from  wills  only  ^440  during  the  twenty  years. 
The  Institute  is  without  any  endowment.  Employment  is  given 
to  17  basket-makers,  9  wood-choppers,  13  chair-caners,  knitters 
and  brush-makers,  and  3  semi-blind  porters. 

(e)  The  South  London  Association  for  assisting  the  Blind, 
155,    Brixton  Road,    S.W.,   has  issued  its    38th    report    for  the 


291 

year  ended  January  31st,  1901.  Its  object  is  to  improve  the  social 
and  religious  condition  of  the  indigent  Blind  living  in  South 
London.  Classes  are  held  at  Walworth,  Brixton  and  Kenning- 
ton,  where  the  members  are  taught  to  read  and  write,  music, 
knitting,  etc.  Pensions  are  allowed  in  urgent  cases,  and  loans 
are  granted  free  of  interest.  Ninety-one  loans,  amounting  to 
^79  ios.,  were  advanced  in  sums  varying  from  5s.  to  £■$,  and 
repaid  by  small  weekly  instalments.  A  legacy  of  £270  was 
received.     There  are  144  members. 

(_/")  The  Surrey  Association  for  the  general  welfare  of  the 
Blind,  established  1857,  90,  Peckham  Road,  London,  S.E.,  has 
issued  its  report  for  the  year  ended  April  30th,  1901.  The 
Association  provides  employment  for,  and  teaches  trades  to,  the 
the  Blind.  ^570  were  paid  in  wages.  The  sales  amounted  to 
,£1,380.  The  loss  on  the  trading  was  £402.  The  freehold 
property  has  been  bought  for  ,£3,200,  of  which  sum  /  1,300 
remain  on  mortgage.  Pupils  are  received  at  a  charge  of  ios.  a 
week,  which  includes  tuition,  food,  etc.,  but  not  lodging;  and 
when  they  become  wage-earning  employes,  "the  Committee 
make  it  an  inflexible  rule  to  provide  them  with  work  perma- 
nently, and  never  to  discharge  a  single  employe  through  slack- 
ness of  orders." 

North  Shields.  The  Northern  Counties  Blind  Society,  4  and  5, 
Howard  Street,  North  Shields,  has  issued  its 
report  for  1900.  The  death  of  Mr.  Spence,  to  whom  we  refer  in 
paragraph  3  and  whose  earnest  speech  at  the  annual  meeting 
forms  the  first  part  of  the  annual  report,  is  a  great  loss  to  the 
Society.  The  number  of  Blind  on  the  Society's  list  is  427.  There 
are  3707  volumes  in  the  Library.  In  the  new  workshop,  which  was 
opened  on  July  30th,  1900,  four  men  are  employed  in  mat-making 
and  basket-making,  and  there  are  besides  men  and  women 
working  at  their  own  homes,  who  send  their  goods  for  sale  in 
the  shop.  The  Society  has  agencies  atTynemouth  and  Durham, 
and  is  about  to  start  others  at  Alnwick  and  West  Hartlepool. 
The  sales  amounted  to  £30,  and  £21  were  paid  in  wages. 
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MASSAGE    BY    THE    BLIND    IN    JAPAN 

By  Mr.  TADASU   YOSHIMOTO. 


The  Blind  in  Japan  have  been  trained  from  time 
immemorial,  in  Massage,  Acupuncture  and  Music,  and  up  to  very 
recently  none  but  the  Blind,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were  engaged  in 
the  above  occupations.  Of  late,  however,  seeing  people  have 
entered  into  the  same  arena  as  the  Blind,  and  the  competition  is 
in  consequence  becoming  a  keen  one. 

To  acquire  a  good  knowledge  of  the  science  and  art  of 
Massage,  pupils  spend  from  three  to  five  years  at  the  schools 
for  the  Blind.  It  is,  however,  imperative  for  each  such  pupil 
to  have  received,  prior  to  his  taking  up  Massage,  a  good  general 
education.  When  found  efficient  in  Massage,  the  blind  student 
either  accepts  a  post  in  one  of  the  Blind  Schools  or  starts 
business  on  his  own  account.  His  vocation  then,  if  he  takes  the 
latter,  becomes  like  that  of  a  doctor,  daily  receiving  or  visiting 
patients  as  the  case  may  be.  So  instead  of  being  a  burden  to 
society,  he  is  well  able  to  support  himself.  Massage  is  also 
taught  by  private  masters  who  take  apprentices,  the  years  of 
apprenticeship  ranging  from  three  to  seven  according  to  their 
ages.  They  receive  no  education  there,  but  on  the  other  hand, 
get  plenty  of  work  to  do,  and  their  condition  is  no  better  than  that 
of  a  day  labourer.  These  poor  apprentices  are  sent  out  each 
evening  by  their  masters  to  shout  in  the  streets  for  patients.  It 
is,  indeed,  heartrending  to  hear  their  melancholy  cries  in  the 
dead  of  night,  and  particularly  on  a  cold  winter  night. 

In  Yokohama,  for  example,  with  a  population  of  close  on 
half  a  million,  there  are  about  iooo  men  and  women  engaged  in 
Massage,  400  of  them  belonging  to  a  guild,  500  working  on  their 
own  account,  the  other  100  being  sighted  people- 
Here  I  think  it  would  be  interesting  and  fitting  as  a 
conclusion  to  this  subject  to  give  a  short  resume  of  the  steps 
taken  in  former  times  respecting  the  welfare  of  the  Japanese 
Blind. 

In  the  year  800  A.D.  blind  officers  were  appointed  as 
attendants  to  the  blind  members  of  the  Royal  family. 
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After  this,  many  officers  were  appointed  to  look  after  the 
welfare  of  the  Blind.  The  chief  officer  called  "Sokengyo  "  was 
appointed  in  Kyoto,  then  the  capital  of  Japan,  whilst  the  others 
named  "Kengyo"  were  allotted  a  province  each.  There  was 
also  a  poor  rate  levied  throughout  the  country  for  the  Blind,  and 
the  Blind  were  only  to  pay  a  small  fee  to  the  Guild  of  their  own 
locality.  We  may  say  that  the  Blind  were  very  well  cared  for,, 
so  much  so  that  we  read  of  blind  people  in  those  days  carrying  on 
the  trade  of  money  lenders. 

In  the  year  1870  a  great  change  was  made,  the  Government 
abolishing  the  posts  of  officers  for  the  Blind  and  doing  away 
altogether  with  the  poor  rate  for  them.  This,  cruel  as  it  may 
appear,  has  been  a  great  blessing  in  disguise,  for  under  the  old 
regime  the  Blind  were  always  objects  of  pity,  and  in  fact  were  in 
the  long  run  killed  with  kindness.  Under  present  conditions 
however,  they  are  sympathized  with  and  helped  to  help  them- 
selves, much  to  their  improvement  as  useful  members  of  society. 

The  year  1878  saw  the  erection  of  the  first  Blind  and  Dumb 
School  in  Kyoto,  and  the  opening  of  a  Blind  and  Dumb  School 
in  Tokyo  soon  followed.  To-day  Japan  boasts  of  four  Blind 
Schools  and  seven  Blind  and  Dumb  Schools. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  print  here  the  translation  of  a  song- 
composed  by  a  blind  boy  named  Akika  Nakamura,  a  pupil  of  the 
Tokyo  Blind  and  Dumb  School. 

Happy     Age. 

1  Happy  is  this  age, 

A  life  not  inferior  to  others  we  lead, 
Forsaken  though  we  were  before. 

2  Noble  is  this  age, 

We  hear  though,  deaf,  we  see  though  blind, 

No  less  than  others  we  work  in  the  garden  of  knowledge. 

3  We  walk  in  the  bustling  turmoil  of  life  like  others. 
And  work  day  by  day  in  the  garden  of  knowledge, 
Happy  indeed  we  are  by  the  great  favour  of  our  age. 
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During  the   past  three  months  the   following   works  have 

been  stereotyped  in  Braille  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 

Association,  33,  Cambridge  Square,  Hyde  Park,  London,  W. 

Brooke,  Stopford  A.,  M.A.  s_   j_ 

Primer  of  English  Literature,  vol.  i. .  .          .  .          .  .  3     3 

vol.  ii.             .  .          .  .  39 

(probably  complete  in  3  vols.) 

Creighton,  The  Rev.  M.,  M.A.,  History  of  Rome,  vol.  ii.  4     6 

Doyle,  Conan,  Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes,  vol.  vi.  4     o 

(two  complete  stories). 
Euclid,  vol.  iv.  (containing  Theorems  and  Examples  on 

Books  3  and  4)             .  .          . .          . .          . .          .  .  26 

Fyffe,  C.  A.,  M.A.,  History  of  Greece,  vol.  i.      .  .          . .  33 

vol.  ii 30 

(probably  complete  in  3  vols.) 
Pattison,  Mark,  English  Sonnets  of  Milton,  with  Intro- 
duction and  Notes  (interpointed)     ..          ..           ..  3   10 


Canticles   and    Hymns    of    the    Church,     Pointed    for 

Chanting'  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Selections  from  Elijah,  Nos.  20,  21,  25,  29  and  35,  each  o     5 

Nos.  27,  32,  36,  37  and  39,       „  03 
Nos.  30  and  31,  and  41  continued 

Quartettes,     .  .  .  .      each  o     4 

Nos.  40  and  41  and  42   . .        „  06 

No.  22 „  08 


In  Moon's  type  by  Moon's   Society,    104,   Queen's  Road, 

Brighton  : —  s      ^ 

Lays  of  the  Scottish  Cavaliers,  vol.  v.                   .  .          . .  30 

John  Halifax  Gentleman  (second  edition),  vol.  ii.           .  .  46 

Life  of  Christ,  by  Dr.  Stalker,  in  4  vols,  each     . .          .  .  46 

Daniel  Quorm,  by  the  Rev.  Mark  Guy  Pease,  in  4  vols,  each  3     o 

Marmion,  vol.  i.        .  .          .  .          .  .           .  .          .  .          .  .  46 

Large  size  type,  St.  John,  Chap,  xvi         . .          .  .          . .  010 

St.  John  in  Ningpo,  2  vols.            . .          . .          .  .          .  .  5     4 

One  hundred  Texts  in  Ningpo      . .          . .          .  .          . .  1    10 

Farmer  &  Sons,  Printers,  20=;,  Edgware  Road,  London,  W. 
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